Page 4/4

[image: image1.png]


 Manduessedum - Mancetter Village (Place of War Chariots)

Mancetter Parish Council

 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane
ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter,
held on Tuesday 16th May 2023 at the Schoolroom
of St Peter’s Church Mancetter,
commencing at 7pm.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy, Mr P Mann, Mr J Tither, Mrs N Wallis.
Parish Clerk

            Mrs E Higgins.
Assistant Clerk Finance       Mrs K Meads.
Item 1- Appointment of Chair and Vice Chair – Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

Due to the absence of Harry Blackburn as Vice Chair, Mrs S Healy asked for nominations for the role of 

Chair. 
Mr T Hopkins was proposed by Mrs G Forknall seconded by Mrs N Wallis, and with agreement 
was appointed unanimously. Mr T Hopkins signed the acceptance of office form and the declaration book 
alongside the clerk and proceeded to chair the meeting. 

The clerk informed the council that this was the 30th consecutive year that Trevor had been elected to
serve as chairman of Mancetter Parish Council.  He has been a parish councillor since May 1979. 
Councillor Hopkins was congratulated on a lifetime of dedication to serving his local community.
The office of Vice Chair ends with the appointment of the Chair.

Although it is good practice, it is not a legal requirement to elect a vice chair, so it was agreed to defer this
item until further information is available from Mr H Blackburn.
Item 2 - Welcome and Apologies
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Apologies had been given by the Police, and County and Borough Councillors, who will all be attending the
annual meeting of parishioners and local organisations being held next week on 23rd May 2023 at 7pm, a 
month later than usual due to the rules around elections.
Item 3 – Recording of the meeting.

There was no recording of the meeting.

Item 4 – Notice of Interest.
There were no notices of interest declared. 

When allotments are discussed as an agenda item, Trevor Hopkins, Glynis Forknall and John Tither will all declare an interest as allotment holders or a spouse of.
Item 5 – Public Question Time.
There were no members of the public present at this meeting as people are looking to attend the meeting on 23rd May 2023.
Item 6– Update from Police, County and Borough Councillors.

As recorded in the apologies, PCSO Emily Jenkins, Margaret Bell from the County Council, Denise Clews and Keith Barnett as Borough representatives are all planning to be in attendance at the meeting next week.
Item 7 – Declarations of Office, Codes of Conduct and Pecuniary Interests.

Each councillor present signed the acceptance of office form, and the declaration book in the presence of the clerk. 

All those councillors including the chairman then submitted signed code of conducts and pecuniary interest forms as required at the start of a new term of office.
The original documentation will be retained by the clerk and a copy of interests sent to the monitoring officer at North Warwickshire Borough Council. The declaration of interests is an important part of transparency for the electorate, and has to be displayed in the public domain.
Item 8 – The General Power of Competence.

Every four years at the first meeting of a newly elected council, if more than two thirds of councillors have been elected and the clerk(s) hold a certificate in local council administration (CILCA) then the parish council is eligible to exercise the General Power of Competence. Mancetter Parish Council meets the criteria and formally declares its right to exercise this power.
All council decisions have to be lawful, and this power enables the council to do more, as providing it is not illegal for an individual, then the council will be able to do it and not have to search for the relevant statute to evidence planned activities. The power remains in place for the entire term of office irrespective of any changes to clerk(s) or councillors.
Item 9 – Minutes of the last meeting.
The draft minutes from the 28th March 2023 were proposed by Peter Mann seconded by Sue Healy and therefore formally signed by the chairman as a true record of proceedings.

Item 10 – Matters arising from the previous minutes / Issues not covered in any other agenda points.
· Meeting with County Council Road Safety Team and Traffic Survey

The proposed meeting was agreed to be held after the local elections. An invitation to attend the annual meeting of parishioners was given in March to Scott Tompkins and Dana Loxley as a good place to start to discuss options with residents.

A date will be set at the meeting next week to confirm arrangements for the traffic survey and traffic calming options.
· Progress Report on Levelling Up, Climate Change and Cost of Living agendas

Once again due to the election processes, there has been no progress regarding the levelling up work.

The parish council did extend an invitation for a member of the team to meet up next week with residents and local community groups, but unfortunately no-one is available to attend.

At a recent disability forum, the financial inclusion officer fed back some practical options to help residents facing financial difficulties.
Edible links have funding to provide a social supermarket in a unit of the arcade in Atherstone for families struggling to make ends meet. 
From £5 per visit for a single person to £10 for a couple or £20 for a large family; you can shop up to 12 times in a calendar year with a pre- booked appointment.
It was proposed by Councillor Healy, seconded by Councillor Hopkins and agreed unanimously to add into the financial regulations for the parish council, a paragraph on reducing our carbon footprint by looking where possible to use local contractors to carry out work in our villages. This supports local people and businesses and can often provide the best value as local people take pride in the appearance of their community.
Despite requests for feedback from the Green Shoots team regarding the unsuccessful bids for Mancetter, still no information has been received. Sue Healy recommended calculating the length of the delay and sending that information through to Amanda Wilson-Patterson and Margaret Bell.

As a result, the council is reluctant to apply for more funding.
· Options to tackle dog mess within the play area at Ridge Lane Recreation Ground.

Not everyone feels comfortable with challenging a dog owner.

The parish council will ask NWBC if a formal sign highlighting the fines imposed for dog fouling can be put up near the play area. Peter Mann suggested a campaign of information with posters explaining the health risks connected with dog faeces particularly in relation to toxocariasis and young children. Peter and Councillor Tither will look at putting together some educational literature that can be laminated and placed in strategic locations.
Item 11 – Review of Statutory Documents, Responsibilities and Membership of Groups
a) An updated set of Standing Orders had been sent to councillors prior to the meeting. With a couple of amendments, they were proposed by Councillor Forknall seconded by Mr P Mann and adopted unanimously. Planning applications are recorded in the minutes and are listed on the NWBC Planning Portal. Staff appraisal information will continue to be fed back verbally to full council under a private and confidential heading.
b) Membership of the following committees and groups were agreed for the forthcoming council year:

· Staffing Committee – T Hopkins, Vice Chair (when appointed).
· Planning Sub Group – T Hopkins, S Healy, P Mann.
· Policy and Risk Management Working Group – S Healy, T Hopkins, P Mann, J Tither.
· Traffic Calming and Speed Monitoring Group – P Mann, T Hopkins, J Tither, S Healy.
· North Warwickshire Area Committee – T Hopkins and S Healy.

· Atherstone Surgery Patient Participation Group – N Wallis.
· Tarmac Quarry Liaison Group – P Mann, S Healy, T Hopkins.
· SARVAL Liaison Group – G Forknall and T Hopkins.
Councillor Mann will speak to County Councillor Margaret Bell about joining the Hartshill Quarry Liaison meetings in relation to lorry movements through Mancetter.

c) Feedback from Meetings attended
Atherstone Surgery Patient Participation Group

Councillor Wallis has taken over from former councillor Mrs S Dore as the official representative on this group for the parish council. Nicola Wallis shared that the Ratcliffe Road surgery received approximately 4,000 phone calls a day. As well as GP’s they have specialists that focus on certain conditions such as diabetes. Face to face appointments are available and the bi-weekly open surgeries are back, but people are now asked to phone through for a time slot to reduce the crowding in the waiting areas. Healthwatch are an independent group set up to signpost people to various health services. They will offer advice on transport and how to access appointments.
Nicky will obtain some literature that can be displayed in community spaces in Mancetter and Ridge Lane.

Elane Higgins attended Cuppa with a Copper at Dobbies along with one of the Mancetter Community Speed Watch volunteers. 
The speed gun is currently with the police having a calibration check.

They found it useful to be able to engage with police in an informal atmosphere. The clerk will promote any future dates through the parish council communication channels.
Item 12 – Finance
a) Two councillors signed the financial paperwork since the last meeting in accordance with Standing Orders and the Bank Mandate. A new Mandate form had been requested from HSBC, but failed to arrive in time for the meeting. Updating the Bank Mandate will be added to the agenda for the July meeting.
b) On 27th September 2022, a salary uplift was awarded to both clerks, in recognition of cost of living pressures and the need for a salary to reflect the training and legal responsibilities of the role. 
During the budget setting discussions which took place between November 22 and January 23, it was agreed to pay both clerks the same hourly rate from April, as Mrs E Higgins will be taking over all responsibilities when Mrs K Meads retires at the end of July 2023.
Although allocated within the budget, it is now proposed by councillor Sue Healy, seconded by councillor Mann and agreed unanimously for this to be recorded formally and backdated to 1st April 2023.
c) A quotation for £410.00 plus VAT from Coles Nurseries to purchase another three Parrotia Persica trees for the cemetery was proposed by Mrs Healy, seconded by Glynis Forknall and agreed unanimously. When placing the order, the clerk will make sure that it is the standard type and not the bush variety.
It was agreed to relocate the existing water butt by the cemetery shed into the screened off area next to the new cremation plots. A trial filling using a 100m hose will be implemented to help water the trees and give access to some water for visitors in the lower part of the cemetery.

d) It was not possible for the council to approve the annual return at this meeting.  A copy of the final accounts had been given to councillors; and as soon as the report from the internal auditor is available, the clerk will set a date for full council to approve the accounts and the annual governance and accountability return (AGAR) prior to the deadline of 30th June 2023.
e) Copies of updated Financial Regulations and the Finance and Management Risk Assessment for the parish council were examined. It was proposed by Mr P Mann, seconded by Mrs G Forknall and agreed unanimously for these documents to be adopted.
f) It was agreed to move £28.88 from the General Fund and transfer the current reserves for gravedigging and the Queen’s Jubilee into the reserve for cemetery works to make £7,000. This re-allocation of financial reserves was proposed by councillor Wallis, seconded by councillor Forknall and agreed unanimously.

g) The parish council asset register was reviewed and confirmed for accuracy, proposed by Peter Mann, seconded by John Tither and agreed by all present.
A replacement printer for the Parish Office will be added to the agenda for July.

h) Fees relating to Insurance, Data Protection and WALC Membership were noted.
The insurance premium tax has increased the premium slightly above what was expected, but still good in terms of the five-year package deal. Fees for the Northern Area Committee have been waived this year to encourage a growth in membership.

Item 13- Planning Matters and New Applications since the previous meeting.

a) Update on Approved, Rejected and Pending Applications and Appeals.
The outcome of applications listed on the agenda were duly noted, with submissions for Canal Cottage and Whitehall farm still pending. Approval has been granted for the soft play area at Dobbies and the gym at Unit 11 on the Manor Road Industrial Estate in Mancetter.
b)  New Applications received.

PAP/2023/0100 – Mancetter Marina variation of planning conditions 2 and 6 granted in October 1992.
This is an usual application based upon permissions from over 30 years ago. 
The Marina has become a popular stopping off point on the Coventry Canal and is also home to some permanent residents. 
It is seeking retrospective permission to alter the original conditions. It would have been useful for a review of all conditions prior to any development taking place.
Quarry Lane is still a busy country lane with quarry lorries, walkers and commuters who use it as a cut through to avoid traffic issues on the way to Nuneaton. 

The unadopted track to the Marina that leads off Quarry Lane, situated in between two sets of traffic lights over the canal bridge, needs maintenance to cope with an increase in traffic.  It should have its own traffic filter to ensure the safety of everyone. Across the road the County Council insisted on traffic light control for just one house joining Quarry Lane.
The Parish Council noted that an appeal has been lodged by the applicant, in respect of 7 holiday lodges at Delamere farm in Purley Chase Lane. The balance between supporting business and tourism, versus road safety and environmental protection is a delicate one, and the ancient woodland should be preserved at all costs. Not widening the entrance will make visibility tricky and all activities need to be contained within the existing site.
Item 14 – Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish

· There has been an official notice posted closing the rural footpath behind Ladywood Farm in Ridge Lane due to the collapse of the footbridge. On a positive note, it does look as if the ongoing issues with Japanese Knotweed have finally been resolved.
· Maintenance work is still outstanding on the steep drop to the towpath by the bridge over the canal in Quarry Lane. The footbridge at the bottom of Mill Lane continues to be dangerous, and parishioners are being advised to contact the WCC Paths department directly for feedback regarding Mill Lane, as the job number is logged onto their system.
· A Ridge Lane resident has kindly offered to maintain a floral planter near to the entrance to Purley Chase Lane. As long as visibility at the junction is maintained, and planting work is carried out safely,
then the Parish Council has no objections, and will contribute towards the cost of the sleepers from the maintenance budget.
· To proceed with formal consecration of the newer cemetery fields would allow the Coventry Diocese to affectively manage the location of future burials. 
Rather than risk not being able to bury people in certain areas, the Rev Linda Mudd from St Peter’s Church Mancetter is more than willing to bless new graves in the cemetery extension. 
The parish council agreed that this would be a suitable compromise to meet the needs of all parishioners within the community.
Item 13 – Date of Next Meeting: 
Annual Parish Meeting for Residents and Local Community Groups

Tuesday 23rd May 2023 7pm in the Schoolroom, St Peter’s Church Mancetter.
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm
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